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Gum Acacia as an important forest and economic resource was noticed in Nigeria as early as 1904 when the then Northern Nigeria Forest Officer, Mr. W. R. Elliot stated as follows: “From what I saw in Borno in 1904 and from information I picked at odd times afterwards, I can safely state that there is a large tract of the country bordering Gongola River, covered thickly with Gum Acacia………“. By the early 1950’s commercial Gum Arabic activities had already started in Nigeria with Arabs trading on Gum Arabic through the Trans Saharan trade routes to Egypt where it was largely used in hieroglyphic writing and the rest shipped to Europe. Since then, Nigeria remained the world’s second most important source of Gum Acacia until its leading position was hurt by the discovery of crude oil which led to the neglect of Agriculture by successive Governments of Nigeria at all levels.
From the commencement of commercial trading in Gum Acacia in the early fifties, Nigeria remained strong in the supply of Gum Acacia to the international market. This is supported by various published data by the United Nations International Trade Centre (ITC), the UN Commodity Trade Statistics, the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), the National Association of Gum Arabic Producers, Processors and Exporters of Nigeria (NAGAPPEN), the Forestry department of the Federal Ministry of Environment and Commodity Networks: an independent commodity research company. This information is relied upon in proving that Nigeria remains a key supplier of various grades of Gum Arabic to the world market.
In its efforts to ensure the continuous improvement of the quality of Nigerian Gum resources, NAGAPPEN, working with the Federal Ministry of Commerce, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Food & Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations and the Forestry Department of the Federal Ministry of Environment organized various training and capacity building workshops to train the stakeholders in various aspects of quality control for Gum Acacia in Nigeria. This is in addition to legislative and Advocacy programs to support the various aspects of the Gum Arabic business in Nigeria.
The Government of Nigeria, conscious of the need to sustain the production and supply of Gum Arabic to the international market, is working progressively to reforest existing Gum Arabic forest and establish new ones. Legislative instruments to protect Gum Arabic forests are at various levels of implementation.
The Government has also put in place various trade incentives which have rubbed off positively on Gum Arabic business in Nigeria. This includes the Export Expansion Grant (EEG) designed to assist exporters of natural Gums and other Agro Commodities.
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