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The GA belt in Sudan constitutes Acacia Senegal and Acacia Seyal as well as other Acacia species in about 20% of the country area. GA is natural composite polysaccharide from exudates of Acacia Senegal and Acacia Seyal trees. 
In this GA belt, live about 12.5 million people. This belt is the main producer of GA in the world (over 80%). Sudan is known as world supplier of GA for centuries. 

GA is produced by villagers who also harvest other agric crops in the same season. The size of GA production and prices are affected by seasonal variation and the income gained by the producers.

Sudan used to have GA Company as sole GA exporter. GA business has been liberalized in mid 2009, and GA Board has been established as state regulator.

The local consumption of GA is meagre, and most of GA is exported in form of raw gum, kibbled, mechanical powder or spray-dried. West Europe and USA are the major traditional markets for GA.

The potential for GA production in Sudan is fairly large (300,000 – 500,000) tons; but the GA exports are limited to the range of (30,000 – 50,000) tons. 
After liberalization, local GA producers, traders and processors can deal in GA and export it.  There are 20 companies in GA business: some of them produce GA, some process it but only one company produces spray dried gum. Some other companies make food and medicine products based on GA.

GAB, as sovereign regulator, is responsible to maintain conducive production framework, train producers and support them, develop local markets, state strategies, policies and directives and liaise GA business. GAB has taken some actions to the effect of these responsibilities.

The future of GA business depends on fair partnership between the GA producers and international processors and distributors in the following areas:

Producers should protect and develop Acacia belt, improve quality, stabilize supplies and prices, reduce tax and levies and remove other trade barriers.

Processors and distributors should participate in developing GA regions, contribute in developing GA production techniques, liaise with world and NGO agencies to support GA programs in producing states, foster research on GA characteristics, functionality and uses, joint-venture with local GA processors in GA producing states to realize added value, coordinate with food manufacturers and food authorities to approve GA in food and other products to open new outlets.
