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The objective is to give an overview of the gum acacia (arabic) journey from the Acacia tree to the end user. Gum Acacia exudation, manual cleaning and mechanical processing in the Sudan will be explained. The manufacturing processes carried out on gum acacia can be split into three categories: Mechanical, Spray Drying and Agglomeration which will be presented in more detail. 
The differences in the physico-chemical characteristics of the two major Acacia gums (Acacia senegal and Acacia seyal) are highlighted in relation to their usage in the industry as quality assurance parameters. 
The unique functional properties of gum acacia such as solubility, emulsifying capacity, viscosity and nutrition are highlighted, with a focus on the effect of concentration and temperature on the viscosity of spray dried acacia gums. The desirable physico-chemical properties of gum acacia justify the diversity of gum acacia applications including flavours, beverages, confectionery, food, pharmaceutical, nutraceutical and industrial, and these applications will be explored. 
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