Overview of Gum Arabic Production Potential and Obstacles in Sudan
1Maymoona Ahmed Eisa, 1 Yahia Omar Adam,1Hanan M. Elhadi
1Maymoona Ahmed Eisa
1Technische Universität Dresden, Institute of Forest Botany and Forest Zoology, Tharandt, Germany 

1University of Kordofan, Department of Crop protection, Faculty of  Natural resources & Environmental Studies - University of Kordofan P.O Box 160 -Elobeid 51111, Sudan

1E-mail: maymoonaeisa@yahoo.com
1Fax:  +49 (0) 35203-38-31317
1 Yahia Omar Adam,
1Technische Universität Dresden, Institute of International Forestry and Forest Products, Tharandt, Germany

1University of Khartoum, Faculty of Forestry, Dept. of Forests Management, Code 13314, Box 32 Shambat Campus, Khartoum North, Sudan
1Email: gumaa1973@hotmail.com
2Fax: +49 35203 38-31820
1Hanan M. Elhadi
1Justus-Liebig University Giessen, Project and Regional Planning, Germany

1E-mail: hananelhadi@yahoo.com
1tel. +49 6101 580045

Abstract

Gum Arabic is produced from Acacia senegal and Acacia seyal varieties, which are found in the gum belt of Sub-Saharan Africa (Rahim 2005). Acacia senegal is a valuable species from economic point of view, the dried gummy exudation (gum Arabic) is obtained by tapping the tree (Cheema, 1973). Acacia seyal var. seyal (talh) is found in the savanna belt of the Sudan (Fadl and Gebauer 2004). The production of gums and resins from the acacias is also of commercial value, constituting an important source of financial revenue for rural people (Elsiddig 1986). Sudan is the world's largest producer and exporter of gum Arabic, contributing 80 to 90% of the world supply of this commodity (Mohamed, 2005). During the past 30 years production in Sudan shows alarming signs of overall decrease and also a substantial year to year variation (Rahim, et. al. 2005). Drought and desertification are among the principal factors governing gum production (Elhadi 2009). In the mid-60s, gum was exported in great volumes, around 50,000 tons per annum, but the export has decreased steadily to 18,800 tons during the 90s (El-Dukheri 1997). During the 1990’s world exports have started to pick momentum again, however, exports from Sudan almost remained the same, due to stagnating production in Sudan as well as the growing competition of other exporters, mainly Chad and Nigeria (Rahim, et. al. 2005). Accordingly this paper attempts to overview the production potential and obstacles of gum Arabic.
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